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Office Phone: 401-624-4611

Virtual Services During COVID-19 Outbreak
Following the advice of the CDC and our Denomination, we have cancelled all inperson gatherings, including worship, Sunday School, the Thrift Shop, and
building use by members and friends. See below for video worship experiences
and virtual meeting schedules. Below is an example of signage that has been
placed on all exterior church doors. * See note about ACTS re-opening

Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Fridays
BUILDING SIGNAGE
WARNING
COVID-19 CONCERN
BUILDING ALARM
SYSTEM ACTIVATED

9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Office e-mail:
office@amicablechurch.org
Pastor’s tel. #: 401-787-8828
Pastor e-mail:
williamsterrett@cox.net
Website:

IF YOU DO NOT POSSESS THE AUTHORIZATION CODE TO DISARM THE SYSTEM DO
NOT ATTEMPT TO ACCESS THE BUILDING USING YOUR KEY OR FOB

http://www.amicablechurch.org

03/26/2020

amicable congregational church, ucc

Amicable Sunday School
amicablechurchss@gmail.com
We offer Sunday School for
Preschoolers – 12th grade
We offer Child Care for
Babies – Toddlers

A.C.T.S
Amicable Church Thrift Shop

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Pastoral Letter
As in the past I turn my Pastoral Letter duties over to our confirmands. This
year we have three young adults joining Amicable Church: Connor Campion,
Robert Campion, and Aidan McCoy. Connor and Robert are joining by
confirmation of faith and Aidan joins through the act of baptism. We welcome
them into full membership in our faith community and are grateful for their
willingness to share with us why they are joining Amicable Church.
Yours in Christ,

Re-opening June 6

Why I Am Becoming a Member of Amicable Church
Connor Campion
RHODE ISLAND CONFERENCE
United Church of Christ
http://www.ricucc.org

The first thing that comes to mind, when asked why I want to join the church,
is my grandma. Even though I may not always show it, what she wants means a
lot to me and I know that my joining this church is what she wants. She was
raised in this church, raised her children in this church, and is now raising her

Food Pantry

East Bay Community Action
Program
1048 Stafford Rd, Tiverton, RI

(401) 625-5123

grandchildren in this church. Amicable has been a part of my life and my family
for as long as I have been alive.
Coming to church has never felt like a punishment to me, the way that some of
my friends have described. I think a big part of the reason for that is because
some of my close friends also come this church. I look around and see the adult
friendships here and hope to see my friends when I come to church as I get older
as well.

Lastly, I want to join the church, because of the members that are here already.
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen –
I like that I am treated kindly. I’m allowed to think for myself, while also being
New Bedford
led in a positive direction. I know that this probably wasn’t the easiest
confirmation class for Bill. But I like to think we were one of the more
memorable ones. My mentor, Paul Cellemme, always made our meetings
informative and fun. Our conversations are something that I will always
remember.
Volunteers Needed!
I would like to thank you all for the memories you have given me. They are a
Contact Pat Campion for
part of in my life and I look forward to making more.
information
pjcamp53@aol.com

Robert Campion

Membership
at
Amicable
If you are interested in becoming a
member of Amicable Church
please contact Rev. Bill Sterrett –
401- 787-8828 or
Call the Church Office
401- 624-4611.

Prayer List
Please call
the
Pastor
401- 787-8828 or the Church
Office ~401- 624- 4611

I want to join Amicable Church, because this has been my church family since
I was an infant. My grandmother brought me to church just about every week for
most of my life. Sometimes I was not the best-behaved child, but I don’t
remember anyone losing patience with me. I have many happy memories of
Sunday School and Vacation Bible Camp.
Amicable is the place where I found my singing voice with Vaughn’s help. I
also learned I had a knack for performing. These gifts that Amicable helped me
develop have given me many opportunities outside of church for which I will
always be grateful.
This last year of confirmation class gave me a chance to have better
discussions with Bill of all things church related. Having Steve Zuehlke as my
mentor was an especially positive experience. I’m sure I was not the easiest
confirmand, but I hope he knows how much I enjoyed our time together and I
hope we can maintain our relationship.
For all these reasons I want to become a member. Wherever life leads me I
know I will have a safe landing place with Amicable Church. The love and
support I feel at Amicable will help me go out in the world with confidence.
Aidan McCoy

Join a MinistryShare Your Gifts

The reason I want to join the church is the people. I know almost everyone
here and no one has ever been rude or mean to me in any way. I have connected
myself to this church through pageants and Sunday school and it makes sense to
me that the next move is for me to join the church.
I have watched as people did things to help me have a place to go Sunday and
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I am grateful for that. So I think it’s my turn to help people have a place to go on
Sunday.
LOVE TO SING? That is all that
is required to join the Amicable
Choir! You need not be an
accomplished singer, nor do you
need to have any choir
experience.
We meet once a week for one
hour on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.
We sing typically twice a month in
the service. Come give it a try!

Quilters - Knitters

Wednesdays, 9:00 – 11:00
a.m.. This is a great opportunity
to enjoy two hours of relaxed
companionship with other women
who have similar interests. No
experience is required. You may
attend these sessions and learn.
Those who do other hand crafts
are also welcome.

Without church I would have the most boring weekends imaginable. No one
has ever said anything here that I did not agree with. Each message is very useful
in my day-to-day life. As I have visited many churches preparing to be confirmed,
this is the one that makes the most sense to me, because we believe in a God that I
believe in. We are one of the less strict faith’s out there. We are lively without
being loud. I like a Sunday where I can sing and still be heard while I’m singing.
We have thoughtful conversations in Sunday School and it is a comfortable
environment to talk and be heard in.
We also worship in a very clean church where everyone tries their hardest to
keep the place tidy.
Also, we help out a lot of charities and programs that help people less
fortunate than us.
These are just a few of the reasons I have decided to join Amicable Church.

Worship Themes
Prayer Shawls ~

“A Warm Hug”

The shawls are knit or crocheted
for those in our church or
community who are going through
challenging times, for our
confirmands, and for babies who
are baptized.
Shawls can be worked on at
home or on Wednesday mornings
during the knitting and quilting
time. Yarn, patterns and needles
are available at the church. We
also use fleece prayer shawls for
young children, if you do not knit
or crochet.
For more information, please call
Barbara Holmes 401-624-2221.

As we slowly begin to emerge from our shelter-in-place quarantine, we do so
with strong feelings and emotions, many of which we just can’t name. One of the
strongest of these “unnamed feelings” is often the sense of loss. Our Worship
Team has planned a seven-part worship series beginning on June 21 looking at the
stages of loss and how they apply to our lives in the midst of this pandemic and
beyond. We hope and pray you will find them both meaningful and helpful.
June 7 Confirmation Sunday! In our virtual worship service, guided by I
Corinthians 12:3b-13, our three confirmands will be reading their statements
telling us some of the reasons they decided to become full members of
Amicable Church. We will be singing their favorite hymns.
In addition, at 10:00 am on this Sunday we will be live on Zoom at the north
entrance to Amicable Church where, in the Act of Confirmation, Connor and
Robert Campion will be confirmed in their faith and Aidan McCoy will be
baptized. A link to this Zoom worship service will be in your email box on
Saturday, June 6.
June 14 Children’s Sunday! In our virtual worship service Sunday School
teacher’s will be recognized and thanked. Also, our Garey Scholarship awards
will be presented.
June 21 Our series on loss and grief begins with Shock/Denial. Bente Sterrett, a
licensed clinical social worker practicing in Fall River, will be looking at the
shock of the pandemic and physical distancing on our body, minds, and spirits
and offer some tips on therapeutic and spiritual (often the same) practices to
help us through them.
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Lay Reader

Volunteers are needed to serve as
Lay Readers. A sign-up sheet is in
the rear of the Sanctuary. Speak
with any Deacon or contact
Jean Galipeau-jeanpeau@cox.net
or 401-624-8540.

Hospitality

Ushers/Greeters
We seek to be as welcoming as
Jesus was at the wedding feast at
Cana and as our name suggests.
Please consider serving as a
Sunday greeter. The sign-up
sheets can be found on the long
table at the back of the
sanctuary. Please let Kristen
Zeiser know if you need or have
misplaced your name badge.
She’ll be happy to make you a
new one.

Coffee Hour…
…offers the chance for

members, friends, and visitors to
get to know one another better,
share concerns and catch up on
the latest news. Volunteers are
always needed to help host each
week throughout the year.
Coffee, juice and snacks are
already available in the Upper Hall
Kitchenette. Please sign up on
the calendar or sign up sheet in
the Upper Hall.

June 28 Nancy Kubic, a licensed independent clinical social worker with a
practice here in Tiverton, will help us better understand the Pain and possible
Guilt we have been feeling. In addition to offering to help us see how this
manifests itself in our lives, she, too, will offer therapeutic and spiritual
practices to help us deal with any Pain we might be feeling.
July 5 Dr. Bonita Cade, is an Associate Professor of Psychology at Roger
Williams University with areas of expertise Microaggressions, Psychology,
and Religion. She will help us understand the Anger and possible Bargaining
that we have been feeling and how we might address these feelings before they
are let out inappropriately.
July 12 Lynda Loranger is a licensed independent clinical social worker and has
led worship and meditations at Amicable before. Lynda’s practice is in Little
Compton. She will be addressing the stage of Depression, Reflection, and
Loneliness, as experienced in the feelings of loss brought on by the pandemic.
As part of the service Lynda plans to focus on the sadness many are feeling
and talk about our “longing”. She will also use her Cosmic Ray Singing Bowls
to lead us through a guided meditation.
July 19 Bobi Zeiser, a member of Amicable’s Worship Team, upon hearing the
Fifth Stage’s name, The Upward Turn, immediately said, “Oh, I have been
feeling that, as I dig my way out of the dirt.” Bobi’s comment fit where I
found myself at the time and so I plan to go deeper into this idea in worship.
July 26 In our planning, as we reflected on the stage Reconstruction/Working
Through, Kimberly Poulton told us about the interesting artwork Paula Becker
has been producing on her Facebook page. It sounded exactly like Paula was
reconstructing and working through the stress of the pandemic. We are hoping
Paula will be able to share her work with us.
August 2 The final stage is Acceptance and Hope. The Worship Team felt the
best expression of such hope is the joy of movement/dance and the Rev.
Melody Ruffin-Ward came to mind immediately. Some of you will remember
Rev. Ruffin-Ward’s from last summer’s special worship services. She lead
those gathered in a meditation-like movement/dance, which literally got
everyone, from child to senior citizen on their feet and moving. Melody has
agreed to lead this virtual worship service and we are grateful.

Other Faith Formation Opportunities
Tuesday mornings from 8:30 – 9:30 all are invited to our on-going Faith
Conversations. Using the Bible, recent worship services, and the newspaper we
share with one another where we find ourselves on our faith journey. If you are
interested in attending or just trying it our once, please let the church office or
Rev. Sterrett know and you will be sent a link to this Zoom gathering.

RHODE ISLAND CONFERENCE
United Church of Christ
http://www.ricucc.org

Wednesday mornings, from 9:00 – 9:30, and Thursday evenings, from 7:30 –
8:00, Rev. Sterrett is offering a Zoom gathering to talk about the themes of the
past worship service, as well as the up-coming worship service. As will all
meetings at Amicable Church all are welcome. Since these happen on Zoom,
please contact the church office or Rev. Sterrett in order to receive the Zoom
meeting link.
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Amicable News at a Glance
Christian Education Committee:
•

Look for updates in the next Friendly Messenger.

Trustees:
We could use help in the following areas:

•
•
•

Lake Road Cemetery Cleanup
Church Grounds Cleanup
Carpentry Tasks for Thrift Shop Storage/Shelving

Standing Committee:
AMICABLE IS ON
AMAZON SMILE!
When you shop online this
holiday season please support
our church by shopping at
Amazon Smile.
You shop. Amazon gives.
•

•

•

•

•

Look for updates in the July Friendly Messenger.

Other Amicable News
ACTS RE-OPENING

We are delighted to be back in business every Thursday and Saturday from 10:00
to 2:00. This Saturday, the 6th of June we welcome back old customers who we
Amazon donates 0.5%
have very much missed seeing and new customers who we hope will become
of the price of your
regulars.
eligible AmazonSmile
We not only want people who come into ACTS to be safe, we also want them to
purchases to Amicable.
feel safe. Therefor we have made some changes to accommodate this new world
AmazonSmile is the
we are living in.
same Amazon you
Briefly they are:
know. Same products,
Signage everywhere to remind about “social distancing”.
same prices, same
Hand sanitizer at entrance and around shop.
service.
We will wear masks and require that customers do also.
Support our church
Checkout has been moved from the center of shop to the north wall.
home by starting your
Checkout will have plexiglass screen and customers will wrap and bag their own
shopping at
purchases.
smile.amazon.com.
Bathrooms will be closed and no dressing room.
Select Amicable
Fans will pull in outside air to ventilate.
Congregational Church
Capacity is limited based on square footage (1,424 inc. hall) and government
from the search bar.
guidelines. Currently 3 customers at a time inside.
Or you can go directly to We will sanitize commonly touched surfaces at the end of the day.
us at
https://smile.amazon.co
ACTS NEEDS YOU
m/ch/05-0377166
We need help! Please consider an hour or two now and then. Or even a more
regular schedule with us. We really do have fun while serving our church and the
community. There are many small tasks that make the whole thing run and we
could sure use the help.
Give Gale or Martha a call/email: ducks4kjk@yahoo.com
m.s.macnaught@cox.net
Or stop in anytime you see our cars in the lower lot.
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5K
9:00 a.m.
September 12, 2020

Annual Report
2019 Annual Report is available electronically. Please
contact office@amicablechurch.org
2020 Church Directory
2020 Church Directory is available electronically. Please
contact office@amicablechurch.org
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WHO ARE THESE MASKED MEN?

PEACE POLE INSTALLATION
On May 24, 2020 Amicable’s Peace Pole was installed through the diligence and hard
work of members Jim Aiello and Ray Medeiros. Many thanks to Jim and Ray!
During these turbulent times, our Peace Pole symbolizes a prayer for world peace. Our
pole has the message, “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in the following languages: English,
Spanish, German, Portuguese, Aramaic, Animal Paw Prints and Tibetan.
The idea of Peace Poles was the inspiration of Masahisa Goi in 1955 in Japan. The Peace
Pole Project today is promoted by The World Peace Prayer Society as well as other groups
and individuals. The first Peace Poles outside Japan were constructed in 1983. Since then,
more than 200,000 have been placed around the world in close to 200 countries.
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The Life of Masahisa Goi
Masahisa Goi was born on November 22, 1916 in Tokyo, Japan. He was one of nine
children and although physically fragile, he was ambitious as a child and recalls at
the age of three being concerned with his future career. He loved the arts and was
especially fond of literature and music and dreamed of becoming a teacher or
writer. Born into a family of simple means, he worked his way through school, and
despite various challenging circumstances, he was always cheerful and optimistic.
However, due to his strenuous work schedule and his fragile physical condition, he
began to experience health problems which led him to various esoteric studies in
spiritual healing, yoga, the martial arts, and the pursuit of various spiritual practices
which included long hours of meditation. During World War II, Masahisa Goi was
working at a manufacturing plant conducting cultural activities which included
organizing a choir, publishing a factory magazine, and other festive events.
The end of the war brought a great turning point in his spiritual development, and
he gradually became involved in religious studies. He left his occupation to devote
himself completely to healing work, always refusing to receive money for his
services, and wishing only to be of service to humanity and praying toward that aim.
His fervent prayers were eventually answered through a heavenly call asking for his
readiness to commit himself to God. He responded without hesitation, although it
was sometime later that the true meaning behind this calling was revealed to him.
He later understood that the various roles and situations he found himself in were
for him to experience the many struggles and hardships of humanity in post-war
Japan. Moreover, each experience helped him deepen his spiritual quest. During
that period, he also came to realize that his healing work only cured people’s
illnesses but did little for the development of their inner spiritual selves. He realized
that to reach out to people with words of truth, an easy-to-practice spiritual
discipline must be made available to them.
Thereafter, he continuously pursued his own spiritual training until he received a
series of rigorous tasks through the guidance of his guardian divinities. These
included a three-month period during which he underwent painstaking training in
ceasing all conscious thoughts.
At the age of 33, Masahisa Goi completed his training and attained oneness with his
divine self. From that moment on, he set the foundations for his work for world
peace. He received the universal prayer and message May Peace Prevail on Earth
and began giving spiritual counseling and guidance in the Tokyo area. His allencompassing love, his spiritual insight, and his light-giving power were so strong
that it was not unusual for him to see several hundred people in one day.
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In 1955, he initiated an international movement of prayer for world peace, which
has since spread throughout the world to people of all ages, faiths, and walks of life.
This movement, centered around the prayer May Peace Prevail on Earth, continues
under the leadership of Masahisa Goi’s adoptive daughter, Mrs. Masami Saionji,
who trained with him for ten years. Seven years prior to his passing in August 1980,
Goi Sensei, as he was known, entered a meditative state of perpetual prayer in his
home in Ichikawa, Japan. (Sensei is the Japanese word for ‘teacher’ or ‘master.’)
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Financial Notes of Interest – May 2020
•
•
•

Due to the Stock Market fluctuations & continued market uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the
withdrawals from Amicable’s General Endowment and Special Endowment funds planned for the 2 nd and 3rd quarters of this
year will not be taken.
Instead holdings in Amicable’s BankNewport checking and savings accounts will be used.
To help supplement the 2 items noted above, Amicable has applied for and has obtained a PPP (Paycheck
Protection Program) SBA loan for $24,100. By using these funds primarily for payments of employee salary, wages, and
benefits over the 8 week period from April 22 through June 16, will essentially turn the loan into a grant with no need for
repayment.

•

The PPP SBA Loan Forgiveness Application has been received for turning our $24,100 loan
into a grant. It is currently being reviewed to ensure we gather the appropriate data to include when the
application is completed and submitted late June.

•

Again there has been a slight reduction in contribution receipts over the past month with the
church building being closed, and no on-site Sunday Services being held.
The 5K Race Event fundraiser has been postponed until early September.
The Summer Festival fundraiser will not be held during the summer, nor as it normally takes
place; but other plans are being discussed to hold some SF-like activities in the fall.
The Thrift Shop has continued to be closed during May, so its planned income has been
missed. Initial plans for reopening in June are under discussions, of course with appropriate safeguards
and limitations being planned.
To ease off on planned expenses, besides postponing the budgeted repair & repainting of the
Sanctuary ceiling until 2021, other ways to limit standard expenses are being discussed.
With the church building closed, oil and electric expenses will be lower during that period.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Regardless, we are certainly expecting an Operation Account budget deficit this year, which
will definitely reduce our standard cash reserves going into 2021; although the Trustees are and will
continue to look for expense reduction possibilities.
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Annual Opportunities to Share your Smile & Time & Talents
Seeking Your Support Where Your Spirit and Heart Lead
Weekly:

Coffee Hour after Sunday Service: sign up for a week or two during the year
Quilters, Knitters Group: design, make, informal chatter
Visit the Home-bound, Elderly, Those in Hospital: share a story, bring a smile
Sunday School, Child Care, Youth Group

Thursdays & Saturdays:

Help out in the Thrift Shop

Sundays Services: Lay Reader, Greeter, Choir, Special Music, Altar Flowers
Cold Weather: Sidewalk Snow Clearing
When Needed: Collations, Small Repairs, Minor Housekeeping Tasks
More Formal: Join a Committee, be an Officer, maybe an Area Watch-dog
January:

Tiverton Community Food Drive: help collect, sort, deliver

February: Homeless Awareness Weekend: spend an evening out under the stars with the
Youth Group
March:

FunDrive: help sort, package, deliver used clothing for Savers delivery

April:

Amicable/Farmcoast 5K: hand out registration material, help set up & take
down
Spring Clean-up Inside & Outside: bring your gear & tools

Warm Weather: Gardening
May:

Youth Group Summer Mission Trip: chaperone
Amicable Art and Heirloom FUNdraiser: organize, support, set up, take down

June:

Summer Festival: organize, set up, take down, staff areas & tables during the
day

July:

Evening Bay Cruise: organize, set up, clean up, participate

August:

Clam Boil Supper: organize, participate

September:
October:

FunDrive: help sort, package, deliver used clothing for Savers delivery
Fall Clean-up Inside & Outside: bring your gear & tools

November: Thanksgiving Baskets: help sort food donations, fill baskets, hand them out
December: Holiday Bazaar: organize, set up, take down, staff tables during the day
Mitten Tree: organize, set up, take down, deliver
Giving Tree: organize, set up, take down, deliver
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June 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

7

8

Confirmands

Wednesday
2

8:30 am Faith
Conversations
Zoom

4:00 p.m.
Trustees
Meeting

21

15

22

Worship – 10 a.m.

28
Worship – 10 a.m.

29

3

10

16

4

5

17

11

12

18

19

25

26

ACTS
10-2

6

13

ACTS
10-2

ACTS
10-2

20

7:30-8:00 p.m.
Rev. Sterrett
Worship
Discussion
Zoom

24
9:00-9:30 a.m.
Rev. Sterrett
Worship
Discussion
Zoom

ACTS
10-2

ACTS
10-2

7:30-8:00 p.m.
Rev. Sterrett
Worship
Discussion
Zoom

9:00-9:30 a.m.
Rev. Sterrett
Worship
Discussion
Zoom

23

8:30 am Faith
Conversations
Zoom

Saturday

6:30 p.m.
Zoom

9:00-9:30 a.m.
Rev. Sterrett
Worship
Discussion
Zoom

8:30 am Faith
Conversations
Zoom

Friday

Church Council

9

Worship – 10 a.m.

14
Worship – 10 a.m.

Thursday

ACTS
10-2

ACTS
10-2

27

7:30-8:00 p.m.
Rev. Sterrett
Worship
Discussion
Zoom

30

8:30 am Faith
Conversations
Zoom
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Amicable Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3736 Main Road
Tiverton, RI 02878

BIRTHDAYS
06/01
06/01
06/03
06/04
06/09
06/11
06/12
06/13
06/14
06/20
06/20
06/21
06/24
06/24
06/26
06/28

Scott Correia
Lila Reimels
Barbara Caroline Gray
Paula Becker
James Aiello, Laura Dropps, Sarah
Lamothe
Maryellen Castro
Carolyn Melbourne
Jean Paulantonio
Jay Rowland
Chris Pyne
Aubrie Messenger
Patricia Atkinson-Santos, Darien
Elizabeth Thombs
Ariel Galipeau
Erin Fazzina
Virginia Messier
Liam Strunk

June

ANNIVERSARIES
06/15 Debby & Frank Scheel
06/17 Jean Galipeau & Sandra Lovely
06/18 Julie Lohr & Tome Andrade
06/24 Joe & Pat Runner
06/24 Paula & Ken Becker
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