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Office Phone: 401-624-4611
Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Fridays
9 a.m. – 12 noon
Office e-mail:
office@amicablechurch.org

Homelessness Awareness Project

The youth group’s night in the cold to raise their awareness of the
physical effects of homelessness has grown over the years into a threemonth-long homeless awareness focus for our church and community. As we
did last year, we chose to give our support to First Step Inn, a homeless
shelter in Fall River. First Step Inn seeks to serve the homeless in the greater
Fall River community by being the first-step toward permanent housing.

Pastor: 401-787-8828

Due to your generosity, as well as the generosity of the greater Tiverton
community, we gave First Step Inn three large bags of new mittens, gloves,
Pastor e-mail:
hats, and scarves in December. The moneys raised by our youth will support
williamsterrett@cox.net
our Homeless Health Bags, for which in March we will be collecting items
Website:
http://www.amicablechurch.org (see the article in this month’s newsletter). Our plan is to put together, again,
amicable congregational church, ucc
60 health kits, half of which we will give to First Step Inn and the other half
members and friends of Amicable will distribute on their travels around
Amicable Sunday School
amicablechurchss@gmail.com
town. Any leftover financial donations for this project will be given to First
We offer Sunday School for Step Inn.
Preschoolers – 12th grade

We offer Child Care for
Babies – Toddlers

To all the members and friends of Amicable Church, who have made our
Homeless Awareness Project such a success, we say, “THANK YOU!”

A.C.T.S
Amicable Church Thrift Shop
Open: 10:00a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Thursdays and Saturdays

RHODE ISLAND CONFERENCE
United Church of Christ

Homeless Health Kits
During the month of March, we will be collecting items to put in homeless
health kits. We will prepare the kits on March 28 to distribute to the
homeless. We hope these kits will help prepare the homeless for when the
shelters close at the end of March. It is our goal to make 60 bags.
The following items may be brought in at any time in March:

http://www.ricucc.org

Hand Warmers
Feet Warmers
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes

Food Pantry

East Bay Community Action
Program

1048 Stafford Rd, Tiverton, RI

(401) 625-5123

Membership
at Amicable
If you are interested in becoming a
member of Amicable Church please
contact Rev. Bill Sterrett – 401- 7878828 or Call the Church Office 401624-4611.

Prayer List
Please call the
Pastor
401- 787-8828 or the Church
Office ~401- 624- 4611.

A.C.T.S
Amicable Church Thrift Shop
We are now accepting Spring and
Summer clothing.
Thank you for your generous
donations of Winter clothing.

Deodorant
Hand sanitizer
Disposable razors
White socks
Note pads
Small calendars
Pens/pencils
$5 McDonald gift cards
Protein bars
Small pack of wet wipes
Quart size Ziploc bags
Gallon size Ziploc bags
Feminine products
We will also accept monetary donations to purchase any shortages.

Youth Group Grinder Sale Report
The Youth Group wants to thank everyone for their generous support of the
Super Bowl Grinder Sale. The Youth Group was able to raise $248 on sales
of $325 to help fund their activities. Once again, thank you for making the
fundraiser so super!

Pastoral Letter
“And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down
the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
This year our Lenten sermon series, Living a Just Peace Life, will be
focusing on many of the justice commitments of our newly formed Southern
New England UCC Conference; justice commitments that Amicable’s
leadership says are Amicable’s commitments as well. For some of these
justice issues our focus will be on going deeper into an issue we at Amicable
Church are already trying to live into. For others our focus will be on laying
the groundwork for going deeper into the issue in the future. I believe this
sermon series is the most important series of my ministry here at Amicable
Church, because I am convinced that Amicable Church’s future is dependent
on our ability to educate ourselves about, and then to live into, these very
important justice commitments.
In this letter I just want to focus on Accessible to All, known in the UCC as
A2A. I put this first originally, because I felt it didn’t really feel like a justice
issue to me at the time and easy to deal with, because we have already, at
great expense of time and treasure, made our building accessible. (We have
done it, but we still have a large mortgage to go with it. This is an
unashamed plug to anyone who would like to help us pay down our
mortgage.)
Yet, the more I pondered the justice issues we will be looking at this Lenten
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Join a MinistryShare Your Gifts
LOVE TO SING?

That is all that is required to join the
Amicable Choir! You need not be an
accomplished singer, nor do you
need to have any choir experience.
We meet once a week for one hour
on Wednesdays at 6:30
PM. We sing typically twice a month
in the service. Come give it a try.

Quilters - Knitters

Wednesdays, 9:00 – 11:00 AM.
This is a great opportunity to enjoy
two hours of relaxed companionship
with other women who have similar
interests. No experience is required.
You may attend these sessions and
learn. Those who do other hand
crafts are also welcome.

Prayer Shawls ~

“A Warm Hug”

The shawls are knit or crocheted
for those in our church or community
who are going through challenging
times, for our confirmands, and for
babies who are baptized.
Shawls can be worked on at home
or on Wednesday mornings during
the knitting and quilting time. Yarn,
patterns and needles are available at
the church. We also use fleece
prayer shawls for young children, if
you do not knit or crochet.
For more information, please call
Barbara Holmes 401-624-2221.

Lay Reader

Volunteers are needed to serve as
Lay Readers. A sign-up sheet is in
the rear of the Sanctuary. speak with
any Deacon or contact Jean Galipeau
at jeanpeau@cox.net or 401-6248540.

season, the more I came to understand the true depth and breadth of A2A and
why it is a justice issue. Making our building accessible to all is of vital
importance. Whose faith is so large that they are willing to find a crane to
raise someone up to the roof just to get into the building?
Making our building physically accessible to all is the outward sign that we
want everyone to feel invited and welcomed into our church building and our
community of faith. And, having a building be physically accessible is vital,
if we want people to hear the good news of God’s love. But, in truth, an
accessible building is only the beginning of an A2A congregation. Wanting
any, and all, to have access we have to make them feel seen and welcome.
Here at Amicable we pride ourselves on being a welcoming congregation.
But, are we?
When someone in a wheelchair comes to worship, where do they “park”
their transport? At the back of the sanctuary? Or down in front, the center of
everyone’s attention? Wouldn’t it be a warmer welcome to cut out part of a
couple of our pews so someone in a wheelchair can sit in the middle,
surrounded and cared for by the whole worshiping body?
Even with this example, we are still taking about the physical aspects of
accessibility, about “hearing” the good news. The paralyzed man, carried in
by friends, would not have experienced the good news of God’s love, if
Jesus had not noticed him, welcomed him, and offered him encouraging
words of support, which healed him. The good news of God’s love has to be
more than heard, it has to be experienced.
A2A is more than just about physical accessibility. A2A is a challenge to
welcome into one’s community those who are different. Welcome implies
more than offering a cup of coffee and a cookie. It is a wanting to get to
know and understand a person; to affirm them in who they are, to learn about
them, maybe even about their pain, and possibly help them to see who or
what they might grow into, in and through God’s love shared, flowing in and
through us.
A2A is about openness; openness to understanding the injustices in our
world and openness to people afflicted by an injustice. We become an A2A
congregation, when we work at understanding the injustices that afflict so
many people in our world, even if we are not affected by the injustice or
think we are not the cause of a particular injustice. We work at
understanding the injustices of this world by taking time to learn about the
injustices, but, more importantly, by welcoming in and listening to the
people who bear the brunt of an injustice. As we welcome them into our
community and listen to their story, an understanding and a relationship can
grow.
In this sense, A2A is the foundational justice issue. If we, as a congregation,
are not A2A, then there is no possibility of us learning from those different
from ourselves and without this relational learning there is no chance of
becoming truly Open and Affirming, Welcoming of Immigrants, Racially
and Culturally Aware, able to see and speak out about the Violence Against
Women, or express a willingness to care for God’s creation, truly the silent
voice of despair.
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Hospitality

Greeters/Ushers
We seek to be as welcoming as
Jesus was at the wedding feast
at Cana and as our name
suggests. Please consider serving
as a Sunday greeter. The sign-up
sheets can be found on the long
table at the back of the
sanctuary. Please let Kristen
Zeiser know if you need or have
misplaced your name badge.
She’ll be happy to make you a
new one.
Coffee Hour…
…offers the chance for
members, friends, and visitors to
get to know one another better,
share concerns and catch up on
the latest news. Volunteers are
always needed to help host each
week throughout the year.
Coffee, juice and snacks are
already available in the Upper
Hall Kitchenette. Please sign up
on the calendar or sign up sheet
located just inside the Upper Hall
(on your right as you enter).

Amicable is on
Amazon Smile!
When you shop online, please
support our church by
shopping at Amazon Smile.
You shop. Amazon gives
Amazon donates 0.5% of the
price of your eligible Amazon
Smile purchases to Amicable.
Support our church home by
starting your shopping at
smile.amazon.com. Select
Amicable Congregational
Church from the search bar.
Or you can go directly to us at
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/
05-0377166

During Lent we will be hearing about issues of justice that keep some people
out, even as the system elevates others. As a people of God seeking to live
into being an A2A congregation, we are called to welcome in and listen to
issues that may seem foreign to us. We are called to be open to wonder and
try to understand those treated unjustly by an unjust system. As our
knowledge grows, as our welcome deepens relationships, we will move
closer and closer to being a community of faith that is truly A2A.
As we seek to live into God’s justice may Amicable’s beacon light of God’s
love grow ever brighter this Lenten season, allowing any and all of God’s
children access to the healing and wholeness relationship with God offers.
Yours in Christ,

A Lenten Sermon Series: Living a Just Peace Life
Our newly formed Southern New England Conference UCC voted on
November 2 in the affirmative about the Conference’s justice commitments.
(Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find the Foundational Justice
Commitments statement of the Southern New England Conference.)
Amicable’s Church Council gave verb approval of these commitments,
indicating they were Amicable’s commitments as well. This year’s Lenten
journey will be a sharpening of our eyesight around these justice
commitments. “Just Peace” is the theme of our 2020 Lenten journey. We
opened our Lenten series a week early (on February 23) – appropriately
Transfiguration Sunday, where we examined why Accessible to All (A2A) is
a justice issue. Below, in our Worship Themes for March, are the remaining
five justice commitments we will be examining.

Worship Themes
March 1 First Sunday in Lent: Open and Affirming (with a focus on
Transgender issues) Acts 10:9-35 This is the story of Peter’s food vision
and his being told to eat, even though he thought it was unclean. The
vision leads Peter to state: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality.”
Following worship there will be a workshop training to help people
better understand gender identity led by Bente Sterrett (See information
in article below)
March 8 Second Sunday in Lent: Immigrant Welcoming. Matthew 2:1315: The Escape to Egypt The hope is to put a face on immigrants and
why they come. Many, maybe most, are not economically motivated,
rather child-loving, child-protective motivated.
March 15 Third Sunday in Lent: Multi-Cultural, Multi-Racial. Acts
17:26-27 and Galatians 3:28 Taking Paul’s words about “from one
ancestor God made all nations” (Acts) and “no Jew or Greek, no slave or
free, no male or female” (Galatians) and carrying them out to their
logical conclusion of inclusion: We are all one family; all kin to one
another. Therefore, it is important for us to get to know, respect, and
4

accept each person as a child of God, a brother or sister. True respect
requires us to be open to and embracing of our differences.
March 22 Fourth Sunday in Lent: Opposing Sexism & Violence Against
Women. Mark 5:25-34: A Woman Healed. The entire history of the
church has been one of patriarchal violence against women. The woman,
who feels she is not worthy of consideration by Jesus, has been bleeding
– physically, emotionally, and spiritually, forever. Jesus’ welcome of
women as equals and his healing of this woman is a condemnation of
violence, hatred, and vilification of women

Save the Date
Summer Festival 2020 will be
Saturday, June 27. Stay tuned for
more details.

March 29 Fifth Sunday in Lent: Climate Justice. Genesis 1:26-31 We will
examine what “dominion” means, using God as our example. Do we love
and care for those who have been entrusted to our care? Are we partners
with all creation, as God is with us? Or, do we dominate, control, and
use/abuse creation for our benefit, without regard for the benefit of future
generations?

Google Calendar
Did you know that we have a
‘real time’ calendar on the
Amicable website? If any
changes to the calendar are
made, they are updated on
the website calendar. (The
printed calendars will continue
to be edited as needed with
changes marked in red.)
https://www.amicablechurch.org
/calendar-ongoing-events

TRANS CULTURAL COMPETENCY TRAINING
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION:
This workshop teaches the concepts, terminology, and cultural awareness to
support transgender and gender non-conforming individuals, in particular
youth. Participants will learn about gender identity development, the
processes of coming out, transitioning, and navigating internalized
oppression and trauma. The focus of the workshop will be on building skills
to provide culturally competent support that is in the best interest of all
gender-variant individuals.
SKILL-BUILDING GOALS:
1. Improve personal understanding of the concept of gender. Participants will
be able to understand how the concept of gender relates to their own
personal identity and the identities of others.
2. Learn appropriate language, cultural-generational differences in language
used, and psychological affects choice of language has on Transgender
individuals.
3. Improve ability to pick up on micro aggressions and become more aware
of our own, to minimize harm.
4. Learn special concerns related to this population and strategies to address
them.
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Presenter: Bente Sterrett MSW, LCSW
Experience related to topic: I have over 7 years of experience in various
Human Service positions within Fall River, and now work in a clinical
practice setting treating mental health conditions, including LGBTQ+
individuals. In the past I have also organized a presentation and panel
discussion on LGBTQ for a community organization. I am in the process of
becoming a certified Trans Gender Specialist.
This training has been presented to Mass Department Children and Families,
the Fall River School Department, and various Fall River human service and
counselling agencies.

Rev. Sterrett Out of Town

Join us for our annual 5k
Run/Walk on our new date: April
4, 2020. Start time is at 9:00am at
Tiverton Four Corners. So, get
your running shoes out, stretch
your legs, and prepare yourself to
go the 5k (or 3.1 mile) distance.
Don’t forget to invite your friends
and neighbors. Leashed dogs and
strollers are welcome. Go to
amicable5k.com to register!

Rev. Sterrett will be flying to Columbus, OH, after worship on Sunday,
March 15, and returning late afternoon on Wednesday, March 18. In case of
a pastoral emergency while he is away, please contact the church office, 6244611 or the Rev. Charles Simonson, 624-7367.

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Christmas Mission project
"Bags of Hope"
Amicable Church raised $595.00 for the project!
Thank you all for generosity. It is so appreciated!
Jane Ouellette, for His Providence Church, Bags Of Hope mission.
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Foundational Justice Commitments
We believe that it is our call to “live the love and justice of Jesus.” Based on both the established commitments
of our three historic Conferences and our aspirational priorities as a new Conference, the Southern New
England Conference of the United Church of Christ, at its first Annual Meeting on November 2, 2019, pledges
in covenant:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To be an Open and Affirming Conference;
To be a Just Peace Conference;
To be an Accessible to All Conference;
To be an Immigrant Welcoming Conference;
To work for climate justice and the restoration of God’s creation on which all life depends;
To advocate for economic and restorative justice;
To be a multi-cultural multi-racial church working to eradicate racism in all of its forms, both within the church
and in the structures of our society and world;
To advance immigrant justice and human rights for all people;
To oppose all forms of sexism and violence against women, especially women of color.

We recognize that these are expressions of both identity and intention, and we commit to align our resources
and our efforts with these priorities. We encourage our local churches and other covenant partners to do the
same.

Amicable News at a Glance
Church Council: Church Council will meet on March 4. Topics to include:
1. Endowment Fund Status
2. Google drive document storage initiative
3. Peace Pole - location and site preparation
4. Thrift shop storage - determining additional storage needs

Music News:
“Children & youth sing Palm Sunday song with choir. The children and youth will be singing a simple song
with the adult choir on Palm Sunday as they process with palms during the opening of the service.
Vaughn will practice the song briefly with the kids and youth on March 22 & 29 after they’ve had a
chance to grab a snack in Coffee Hour. “

Stewardship: The Gift that Keeps on Giving:
There is a simple way to continue your generosity to Amicable Congregational Church beyond your lifetime: it
is by remembering the church in your will. You can include the church in your will by making a bequest of a
specific amount or a percentage of your estate. You can make that gift to the General Endowment with no
restriction on its use or you can designate a particular project or ministry in the church’s mission. Please talk to
your lawyer or financial advisor about what make the most sense for you. Then, be glad for making a gift to the
church that keeps on giving, even when you are not there. –Charles Simonson for the Stewardship Team

One Great Hour of Sharing
How would you like to be a part of the Church’s response to disaster relief in the US and around the world?
How would you like to be a part of human development and nation-building efforts that change the future of
individuals and whole villages? You can by giving to One Great Hour of Sharing. You can help train people to
spring to action for their neighbors when a storm or natural disaster hits. You can help ready stores of food and
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medicine in holding places for future victims of natural and human disaster. You can help villages to develop
clean water resources and learn ways to make their farms and lives more productive.
In 2017 sixty-five percent of UCC churches, including Amicable, gave to One Great Hour of Sharing offerings
totaling more than $ 2 million. That same year UCC members gave a further $3 million to specific disaster and
relief appeals.
We join with other denominations and Christians across the country in making this particular offering the
largest out-pouring of generosity for disaster relief and nation-building in the US. It all began shortly after the
end of World War Two when pictures of ruined cities in Europe and children picking through the rubble caused
one American church to start the first offering to help with the rebuilding of lives there. From that small start
there has come a stream of hope. Join the hope. Give to One Great Hour of Sharing. Envelopes are available in
the pews or simply write a check to Amicable and mark it for OGHS.
*OGHS Coin Boxes: It is tradition at Amicable to follow the One Great Hour of Sharing daily giving calendar as a way to
think about our many blessings and sharing from them to help others. The OGHS Calendar and Coin Box can be picked
up during worship on Sunday, March 1. If you are not able to be in church and would like a coin box, please email the
church office or call. We will send you a digital copy or deliver a hard copy to you.

Introducing New Members

Elisabeth & Victoria Glover
Elisabeth is a loving wife and partner to Victoria, mother of 4 children, meemaw of 2, guinea pig mom.
Tupperware consultant, LGBTQ Mom-hugger, and a child of God.
Victoria is a devoted partner and spouse to Elizabeth for 22 years, Mamae to Jessica and Kayla, Mimi. Crazy
cat lady. Full time United States Postal Service employee, BCC student, writer, poet, Trans rights activist, and
child of God.
Elisabeth and Victoria are fairly new to Amicable Church, having discovered us this past fall through our
Rainbow Doors. So far, they have been very helpful by baking for coffee hour and collations.

Alexandra “Lexi” Obolensky
Alexandra Whitney Obolensky, called “Lexi", is a mother of three young boys – Rowan, 9; Boone, almost 7;
August, 3, and step-mother to grown son, Elijah, now 21. She is in her last semester of undergrad at the U-Mass
Dartmouth. She will receive her BA this June with a major in Social Science and English literature and a minor
in Sustainability Studies. Having completed almost all of the prerequisites, she plans to attend Johnson and
Wales University starting June 2021 to complete a doctorate in occupational therapy.
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Her personal interests include always learning, especially about how to best support humans and their
environments in thriving, making things by hand, especially crocheting, music, dancing, caring for plants, and
enjoying nature.
Lexi does have a full plate with three young boys, but she has volunteers to help cover our Child Care room on
Sunday morning and coordinate the other volunteers for Child Care.

Peter & Sandy Berdos
Peter and Sandy married and moved to Tiverton in 2017.
Peter is originally from Attleboro, worked as a cartographer for 30 years, now works on early keyboard
instruments; enjoys woodworking, sailing, and spending time with family and friends. Sandy is originally from
Cumberland, is a payroll manager for a Providence-based natural foods company; enjoys sewing, crafts, and
grandchildren time.
Their blended family consists of five adult children, eight grandchildren and one on the way.
They both are fairly new to Amicable, but are already finding ways to share their talents with the church by
being willing to help the thrift store and fix/repair things around the church building.

Christina Youd
Christina lives in Fall River and is presently on disability. She has a beautiful daughter, Orianna, who is in the
third grade. Christina saw our Rainbow Doors one day, came to worship, and has been rarely missed a Sunday
since. Christina has been very active in making our coffee hour so welcoming.

Stephen Zuehlke
Stephen has been attending Amicable Church for years. He is a retired cardiologist, sings in Amicable’s choir,
plays the piano, and is growing his skills as an artist. Stephen shares his talents in the life of our church in many
ways, one of which was helping to make our Art & Heirloom fundraiser such a success.
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Pat Atkinson-Santos

(Pat was not available for photograph)

Pat is a retired teacher, who has been admiring Amicable Church and our stands on social justice from afar for
several years. She chose to attend worship on a regular basis last fall and has been a regular ever since. She has
found several places to serve, including coffee hour and the thrift store.

Jay Silvia
Jay was born and raised in Portsmouth, RI. He played D1 baseball in college, was injured, which took him off
his path to the major leagues. Jay now works for the Department of Children and Families in Massachusetts and
is engaged to Rike Sterrett. Jay is leader in our 5k fundraiser.

Book Group Opportunity
Spirituality and Politics
Wednesday, March 18, Amicable Church is hosting a book group at the Tiverton Public Library at 2:00 PM.
The book group is called, “Spirituality and Politics", with the goal being to engender conversations about faith
and politics. Those interested in attending next month's conversation are asked to read How Fascism Works:
The Politics of Us and Them by Jason Stanley. Copies of the book are available at the Tiverton Public Library.
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March 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
2

1

10 am Worship
Community
Trans and Non
binary Workshop

7:30 – 8:30 pm
Al anon (CR)

Wednesday
3

8:30 am Faith
Conversations
(CR)

9 – 11 am
Quilters/Knitters
(UH)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (S)

8

10 am Worship

9
7:30 – 8:30 pm
Al Anon (CR)

8:30 am Faith
Conversations
(CR)

10

4:00 pm Trustees
(CR)

Friday
5

Saturday

6

10 am -2 pm
Amicable
Church
Thrift Shop

10 am -2 pm
Amicable Church
Thrift Shop

7

5:30-9:30 pm GTCC
(UH)

7:30 Church
Council (CR)

Begin OGHS

Thursday

4

11
9 – 11 am
Quilters/Knitters
(UH)

10 am -2 pm
Amicable Church
Thrift Shop

12

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (S)

5:30-9:30 pm GTCC
(UH)

13

14

10 am -2 pm
Amicable
Church Thrift
Shop

7:30 pm Standing
Committee (CR)

15

10 am Worship

16

17
8:30 am Faith
Conversations
(CR)

7:30 – 8:30 pm
Al Anon (CR)

18
9 – 11 am
Quilters/Knitters
(UH)
2:00 pm Book
Group (Tiverton
Library)

19

20

10 am -2 pm
Amicable Church
Thrift Shop

21

10 am -2 pm
Amicable
Church Thrift
Shop

5:30-9:30 pm GTCC
(UH)

6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (S)
22

10 am Worship

23
Union Library Tea
All Day Set up (UH)
7:30 – 8:30 pm
Al Anon (CR)

29

10 am –
Worship

8:30 am Faith
Conversations
(CR)
9:00 – 5:30
Union Library
Tea (UH)

30
7:30 – 8:30 pm
Al anon (CR)

24

25
9 – 11am
Quilters/Knitters
(UH)

10 am -2 pm
Amicable Church
Thrift Shop

6:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal
(S)

5:30-9:30 pm
GTCC (UH)

26

27
April FM
Articles
Due

28

10 am -2 pm
Amicable
Church Thrift
Shop

31
8:30 am Faith
Conversations
(CR)

Collect OGHS
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Amicable Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3736 Main Road
Tiverton, RI 02878

BIRTHDAYS
03/02
03/06
03/08
03/11
03/20
03/21
03/25
03/27
03/28
03/31

Dora Marshall
Mary Rinne, Debby Scheel
Grace Lily Messenger
Jared Priest
Zack Lewis, Pablo Medeiros
Donna Hibbert
Sophia LeJacq-Smith
Connie Smith, Aimon Miranda
Michael Reimels
Samuel Messenger

ANNIVERSARIES
None for March
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